
MOTIVATING REASON TO SLOW THE FACTIVE TURN IN EPISTEMOLOGY

The aim of this paper is to slow the factive turn in epistemology, as it were, by 

appealing to points about the factivity of practical reasons. It is plausible that our positions 

about the factivity of reasons in these two realms should agree (call this my “methodological 

assumption”). The first move is to show how motivating reasons are not factive in the practical 

realm. Then I try to establish the conditional that: if motivating reasons are not factive, then 

normative reasons are not factive. If it is possible to act rationally in the light of a falsehood, as 

I will say, then some good reasons must be falsehoods. After establishing this conditional, I 

will return to my methodological assumption, and show how we can apply these thoughts to 

epistemic reasons.


